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On May 22, the Peruvian government published a communique in the official daily, El Peruano,
denying that government troops had participated in an alleged massacre of 50 peasants while
engaged in a counterinsurgency operation. The communique, signed by Prime Minister Armando
Villanueva, said that the deaths occurred on May 14 in the midst of an attack on the village of
Cayara, Ayacucho department, 375 km. southeast of Lima. On Saturday, a committee comprised of
the defense and justice ministers, and Church leaders including Lima's auxiliary bishop traveled
to Cayara with the objective of examining evidence pertaining to persons killed in the attack.
Journalists were not permitted to enter the area. [Under a policy adopted in early 1987, press
coverage in Ayacucho department has been subject to restrictions.] According to the government
communique, "voluntary testimonies" by residents of Cayara proved the inaccuracy of certain
rumors of rape, arson, bombings and murders of up to 100 people in the area. Meanwhile, an
Ayacucho department Treasury official, Carlos Escobar, told AP that a accounts of a massacre in
Cayara perpetrated by soldiers were in fact accurate. He said he had attempted an investigation
in Cayara on May 21, accompanied by a medical doctor specialized in forensics, and two autopsy
specialists. Escobar said they had intended to exhume several corpses in an effort to gather
evidence, but were prevented from doing so by Army troops. Escobar told AP he saw the remains
of four houses destroyed by fire. He stated that he spoke with witnesses and family members of
persons who had resided in the houses. He said, "The witnesses and relatives indicated that the
corpses showed cuts and contusions produced by machetes and clubs used by the soldiers." Escobar
said that he planned to travel to Lima to request assistance by the authorities, and that officials
return to Cayara accompanied by forensic specialists. (Basic data from AP, 05/22/88)
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